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Featured research by methodology



Regional, survey-based research: Europe Spotlight 2023



Community-level survey-based research: State of the OSPO 2023



Thought leadership: Artificial Intelligence and Data in Open Source



Qualitative research: Open Source Opportunity for Microgrids



Dataset analysis: Census II of Free and Open Source Software



Commissioning a study: questions to consider

Objective setting:

● What is the goal of the research? 
● Who is the target audience for the research?
● What is the hypothesis to be tested, or headlines desired from research?
● When is the research to be launched and published?

Methodology & logistical considerations:

● Survey, qualitative, dataset analysis, or a combination? 
● Access to stakeholders & subject matter experts
● Budget & timelines



How Survey-based Research Prices Scale
The following table shows how LF Research prices track based on common volumes of questions, completes, and insights.

Changes to # question, # completes, #insights all offer opportunities to reduce price.

 *Minimum total costs assumes 50% completes from LF community.

Does not include travel should presentation at events be requested.

Vendor #
Questions

#
Competes

#
Insights

$
Questions

$
Completes

$
Charts

$
Insights

Total $*
Based on LF completes

LF Research 15 200 15 $10,125 $2,800 - $5,600 $2,000 $10,125 $25,050 - $27,850

LF Research 20 200 20 $13,500 $2,800 - $5,600 $3,000 $15,188 $34,488 - $37,288

LF Research 30 300 30 $20,250 $4,200 - $8,400 $4,000 $20,250 $48,700 - $52,900

LF Research 40 400 45 $27,000 $5,600 - $11,200 $6,000 $30,375 $68,975 - $74,575

LF Research 50 500 60 $33,750 $7,000 - $14,000 $8,000 $40,500 $89,250 - $96,250



How Qualitative Research Prices Scale
The following table shows how LF Research prices track based on number of interviewees, word count, and localization requirements.

Changes to # of SME interviews, # of words, #languages all offer opportunities to reduce or increase price.

 

*Minimum total costs assumes introductions to interviewees by project community. 
Does not include travel should presentation at events be requested.

Vendor # SME
Interviews Word Count Second language 

localization

Total $*
Based on 1 localization

LF Research 4 to 6 1,500 to 3,000 $2,000 $25,000 - $30,000

LF Research 6 to 8 3,000 to 7,500 $2,500 $30,000 - 35,000

LF Research 8 to 12 7,500 to 10,000 $3,000 $35,000 - $75,000

LF Research 12 to 20 10,000 to 15,000 $3,500 $75,000 - $95,000

LF Research 20 to 30 15,000 words and up $5,000 and up $95,000 +



Sponsoring core research Leadership Innovation Support

Logo placement Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 2

Acknowledgement in report x x x

Branding recognition in survey announcement and other 
shareables

x x x

Early access to survey findings x x

Opportunity to suggest questions and topics during 
instrument development (survey, interview guide)

x

Opportunity to review the research report prior to publication x

Company bio and social media links on back page of report x

Cost (in USD) $10,000 $5,000 $2,500



Examples of sponsored research



Recognizing research engagement: Credly badges 

Contributor badges are issued to individuals 
who have supported the research 
development process, as:

● Author / co-author / ghostwriter
● Foreword author
● Survey author
● In-kind contributor
● Data analyst

Localization Partner badges are issued to 
individuals who have assisted in the 
localization of surveys and reports.

Badges appear on LFX individual 
dashboards to illustrate engagement.
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Questions?

research@linuxfoundation.org

Visit linuxfoundation.org/research



Thank you!




